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ACT OR PERISH 

N 

The Manifesto of the Committee of lOO 


5ft*r AhuOHt Onnill 
[very day, and at even moment 
._'vcr>' day, a irivml accident, a 
\mc to dLstinguish a meieor from 
timber, u fit gf temporary insanity 
fjone single man. may cause a 
itnir world war. which in all like- 
fe^. will put an end to man and 
all higher fonns of animal life. 
i|e p^ipulations of the Eastern and 
leni blocs are, in the great 
ity. unaware of the magnitude 
fthe peril. Almost all expem who 
studied the siluaiion w'iihoui 
ig in the employmeni of some 
ivemmeni have come to ihc con- 
lion ihai, if present policies con¬ 
ic. disaster is almost certain with- 
a fairly shon time. 

MU' Misled 

It is diflicuh to make the facts 
bwn to ordinary men and women* 
use Govemmenis do not wish 
li known and ptiwerful forces are 
ted to dissemination of know- 
te w^hich might cause dissatisfac- 
with Government policies, 
fllouch it is possible to ascertain 
tjjro'bu bill ties by patient and carc- 
I study* statements entirely desti- 
of scieniific validity ore put out 
orititlively with a view to mis- 
ing those who have not lime for 
rcful study. What is officially said 
lit civil defence* both here and 
America, is grossly misleading, 
ic danger from fall-out is much 
i:catcr than the Authorities wish the 
julation to believe. Above all. 
c imminence of all-out nuclear war 
ts ignorantly* or mendaciously, 
ndcr-esliniuted both in the stale- 
lenis of politicians and in the vast 
/|,majority of new-spapers. Ii is dif¬ 
ficult to resist the conclusion that 
most of the makers of opinion con¬ 
sider it more important to secure 
defeat of the “enemy"’ than to safe¬ 
guard the continued existence of our 
species. The fact that the defeat of 
the “enemy'* must involve our own 
defeat, is carefully kept from the 
consciousness of those who give only 
a fleeting and occasional attention to 
political matters. 


A cf ion / I re 

Much has already been accom¬ 
plished towards creating a public 
opinion opposed to nuclear w'capons. 
but not enough, so far, to influcticf 
Govenunenis. The threatening dis¬ 
aster is so enormous that we feel 
compelled to take every action that 
is possible with a view io awakening 
our compatriots, and ultimately all 
mankind, to the need of urgent and 
drastic changes of policy. We 
should wish every parent of young 
children, and every person capable 
of feelings of mercy, to feel it the 
most important pan of their duty to 
secure for th(isc w’ho are still young 
a normal span of life, and to under- 
stand that Gavernments, at present 
are making this very unlikely. To 
us* the vast scheme of mass murder 
which is being hatched nominally 
for our protection, but in fact for 
universal evlermliiation- is a horror 
and an abomination. What we can 
do to prevent this horror, vve feel to 
be a profound and imperative duty 
w hich must remain paraniouin while 
the danger persists. 

Cons fit II rional Aclfon 
\or Ivnniigh 

W'c arc told to wait for the bene¬ 
ficent activities of Congresses, Com- 
mittces* and Summit meetings. 
Bitter e.xperience has j^rsuaded us 
that to follow such advice w'ould be 
utterly fuulc while the Great Powers 
remain stubbomly detemiined to 
prevent agreement. Against the 
major forces that normally determine 
opinion, it is difficult to achieve 
more than a limited success by 
ordinary constitutional methods. We 
arc told that in a democracy only 
lawful methods of persuasion should 
be used. Unfonunaiely, the oppo¬ 
sition lo sanity and mercy on the 
part of those who have powder is 
is such as to make persuasion by 
ordinary methods difficult and slow* 
with the result that, if such methods 
alone are employed, we shall pro¬ 
bably all be dead before our purpose 
can be achieved. Respect for law is 
important and only a veiy^ profound 


conviction can justify iictK>ns which 
flout the bw It if generally ad¬ 
mitted that, in the p-^st. many VKh 
actions have been justified. Chniiian 
martyrs broke the bw. arKl theie 
can be no doubt that majonly opin¬ 
ion at the lime condemn^ them for 
doing so. c* in our dov, arc asked 
to acquiesce, passively if not active¬ 
ly. in policies clearly teading lo 
tyrranical bruiahties compared with 
which all former hormrs eink into 
insigniflcarKc. \\c camaot do this 
any more than Chrisliun Martyrs 
could acquiesce in worship of the 
Emperor. Their stead fast nes.s in 
ihe end achieved vict('r>- It is for 
us to show equal steadfastness and 
willingness lo suffer hardship and 
thereby to persuade the wcirld that 
our cause is worthy of such 
devotion* 

I*rot iiriK U fir/d fVace 

hoftc* and wc believe, that 
Ihitsc who ntay come to share our 
belief can form a NhIv of such 
irresistible persuasive force that the 
present madness of E*isi and West 
may give way lo a new hogse, a new 
realisation of the -^imimon destinies 
of the human family and a deter- 
mi nation that men shall no longer 
seek elaborate and devilish way^ of 
injunng each other but shall, instead, 
unite in permitting happiness and 
co-operation. Our imm^iate pur- 
pcise, in so far a.s it is politkal. is 
only to persuade Britain lo abandon 
relbiDce upon the illusory protection 
of nuclear weapons. Bui. if this can 
be achieved, a wider horizon will 
open before our eyes. Wc shall be¬ 
come aware of the immense pos¬ 
sibilities of nature when harnessed 
by the creative intelligence of man 
to the purposes and arts of peace^ 
We shall continue, while life permits, 
to pursue the goal of world peace 
and universal human fellowship* 
Wc appeal, as human beings to 
human beings: remember your 
humanity, and forget the rest* If 
you can do so* the way lies open 
to a new' Paradise; if you cannot, 
nothing lies before you but universal 
death. 


THE COUNTKy (MAm/M 
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UNPOPULAR-MEAIUREI IF 
THE SITUATION IMemi/tfUlt) 
OEMONDO IT' 



<Indigestion’ in Car Industry 
Getting Worse! 


jgARLY last month the Managing 
Director of the British Motor 
Corporation* w'as describing the 
motor slump as “a bit of indigestion 
in stocking" in the N. American 
markets. There arc still no signs 
that the "indigestion" has been 
cured. We w'ill probably be told 
that Xmas is no Lime for curing 


AMERICAN INDUSTRY A 
THE “COLD WAR" 


In fiscal 1959 the defence expenditures 
in America were S52,S billion. 

Defence orders accounted for 24 per 
cent of General Electric's total JiaWs, 
and for 73 lo 88 per cent of the total 
business of the major aircraft companies. 
Most of this was without hrd$, and on 
negotiated contracts. 

In an election day column, Ed Lahey 
gives these figures and ponders on the 
"withdrawal symptoms" in event defence 
Spending should be abruptly cut. Of 
the $32.8 billion, $6.8 billion was spent 
in California. SI.4 billion in Massaebu- 
setts, S2.25 hi!Iron in Ohio and dose to 
a billion in the smaiJ state of Connect i- 
cui. 

The rcstoralion of world sanity would 
be most unwelcome m these quarters un¬ 
less Ibcre b economic planning to put 
workeru on payroll doing something 
useful. 

{indmirmi WorktT} 


higheb a higher 

WASHINGTON, Dec. 2L 
The last airenaft lo niadc by the 
Marlin Aircraft Company, a Marlin fly¬ 
ing boat, has been handed over lo the 
Navy, fn future the company, which 
was founded in 1909, six years after the 
Wright Brother'^' flm flight, will be cofi- 
cerned efTtifely with missiles and elcc^ 
ffOfljC Afiiipmcnt for ipace exploration. 
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The <Problem* of Food Surpluses 


A CCORDING to Dr, Ancel Keys* 
^ Physiologist at the Universtty of 
Mirinesota, Americans eat too much. 
The typical U.S* daily menu con¬ 
tains 3,000 calories, where a reason¬ 
able diet would be 2*300. The U.S. 
Department of Agriculture averaged 
the amount of food consumed per 
person last lear at 1,488 ibs.: w'hich 
figure presumably includes the 17 
niillion Americans cited by John 
Kennedy as the number who go to 
bed hungry' every night). 

Dr. Keys is concerned with the 
damage to health caused by over¬ 
eating, bu) the problem of half the 
world’s population is how to get 
food to sustain life. 

Professional economists claim that 
surplus food production has created 
“a problem” in the West. The 
simple solution of giving it away 
may have occurred to some, but in 
capitalist terms a “give away” policy 
might upset the “economic balance” 
and remove the incentive from food 
producers. The principle of limiting 
food production is insane by any 
Standards in a world where so many 


people are siarv'ing, but in the mys¬ 
terious language of capitalist econo¬ 
mics this is one of the solutions. 

Even so food surpluses continue 
to build up: 

For the first time in hiitury, the U.S. 
has produced a society in which less than 
oneaenih of the people turn out so 
much food that the Government s most 
embairassing problem is how to dispose 
Inconspicuously of 100 rnilhou tons of 
surplus farm produce. 


The Ohsereers, agricultural eor- 
respondeni (15/1/61) discussing the 
recent farmer’s conference at Oxford 
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said that they were given: 

"... a disturbing picture of the tre¬ 
mendous upward surge of food produc¬ 
tion ill all the advanced countries of 
the West, "W'hkh to British farmers 
means that they "face a price war of 
imensity not seen since the thinies." 

Prosperous European Govern¬ 
ments, it seems, share the U.S. 
dilemma m that: 

■'The farmers of the capitalist world 
arc on the move in a quite startling way 
and the blunt truth is that none of the 
Western Governments know how to stop 
this extra fond being produced und none 
of them know how lo get rid of it.*' 

77/C Observer correspondenl, how¬ 
ever, suggests a reasonable plan 
whiLh governments are unlikely to 
adopt without the usual politicul 
conditions. He writes : 

'The only sane answer to the problem 
is to find some way soon, through inicr- 
imtional action, of channeHing these 
mounting iurpluses into the underde- 
veloped countries where there arc so 
many hungry mouths. In.iitead of driving 
our farmers into a common throat ..cutting 
cxercisi: we could mobilise ihcir tech¬ 
nic ha 1 Lriumph to impressive ellcct. 

CoaiiBttgd aa p, 4 


*inijigesttons” and (hat we must 
watt u bit longer, tn the meantime 
workers are being dismissed or put 
on short lime in the car industry. 

Last week Vauxhall Motors con¬ 
firmed (hat 5Q0 more of thetr car 
production men would be dismissed. 
LICK) were dismissed in October and 
the firm went on to a 4-diiy week. 
Two weeks ago the managing direc¬ 
tor told shop stewards that there 
would be a return to the 5-day week 
*^soon”. It is not surprising there¬ 
fore* that the dismissal of a further 
500 men came as a "*big blow”. 

Workers at the B.M.C. factories 
whose managing director talked 
about ‘"iodigestjoo” are now work¬ 
ing a 2§ day week and there is no 
reason to doubt that in the months 
ahead more men will be dismissed 
in the car industry as well as put 
onto an even shorter working week. 

A delegation of the Confederation 
of Shipbuilding and Engineering 
Union which attended a special 
meeting in York last month of the 
Board of Trade Motor Vehicle 
Industry reported that manufac¬ 
turers expect (he recession fet last 
into the Atifumii and had warned 
the union to prepare for a ’Teudjust- 
mem of the industry’s labour force”. 

If the industry is wailing for re¬ 
covery in the N. American markets 
they will have to wait a long time* 
According to ihe Imiusirtaf H'7>rkrf 

Some f American] ob^enm have 
claimed that the Aulu industry pushed 
ahead cm t\% pruduclion schedule to 
"make w'urk" as m influence on ihe 
cicclions Certainly with many o> Iasi 
years cur» jUfll unsuld. there i% no 
(fe nce I hat a market exists to keep auto 
produrlioQ latCH at ^uch a pace 





























The Problem of Promiscuity 
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folh~^tng 4irttrU nor wnved ai 
ihr n/m<* limr A Sexual Free, 

dam' which »'(? puhlisked in aur N&vem~ 
(i<ff 26l/f issue. The sub feet is such an 
important one that da not ihmk it 
montfs that some of the paints made by 
N tv, havp idteady been made in G's 
canm ^ wfi ofi-'EDJTORs]. 

S O the authorities are gcuing worried 
about l«na»c promiscuity ^in, 
Tfic fcriN-i are chalking up ificfcascs ui 
rhe rate* of venereal disease and the 
pbafiscci are crying up ihc immorality 
of modern youth. As uiual no one 
leemi to have realised some obvious and 
very relcvani points that should be 
feaitsed. 

First, to say that venereal disease is 
caused by promiscuity is rather like say¬ 
ing that pohomyelitis is caused by swim¬ 
ming or typhoid by eating. The trouble 
is that a lot of people arc more shocked 
by promiscuity than by VD—indeed at 
one lime it was thought impious to cure 
syphilis, because it was so obviously a 
punithmeni for deadly sin. But this 
didn't Slop Schaudinn and Wasserman 
and Ehrlich working out what caused 
the disease and what cured it: and now 
there is no rcaiofi—when wc have to 
many ami biotic drugs—why vencreat 
disease shouldn't be elimtnatcd, as small¬ 
pox and cholera and diphtheria have 
been in the past. It it old-fashioned to 
suggest that medical authorities have no 
business m expressing moral condemna* 
lion of iheir patients? Their business 
is 10 cure disease, however it is contrac¬ 
ted, If ihey attacked the spirochactc 
and fonococcui with half the resolution 
and imagination they employ in attack¬ 
ing the unfartunaic victims of syphilis 
and gonorrhea they might be able to do 
their business properly. 

Second, the relationship between vene¬ 
real disease and contraception has not 
been properly examined. Ii wa® siatfid 
in the Report that l4-ycar-old “children” 
have been attending VD clinict and have 
been found carrying contraceptives. The 
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same children? Hew many people 
using contraceptives coniraci VD. and 
how many people who cnntraci VD use 
cofitraccpuvcs? In the Forces stationed 
overseas contraceptives are distributed 
free to those who ask for them^noi to 
reduce foreign birth-rates but lo protect 
British troops from VD (prophylaxis, 
not prevent lonl. No nonsense about 
warning them against promiscuity; in 
some matters the miliiary authorities arc 
more sensible than the medical ones. I 
well remember being subjected to films 
and lectures on this subject when t be¬ 
gan NaLional Service, and the only moral 
(in the sexual sense) warning came from 
a doctor! It the regular o^ers 
who were realistic* So if the medical 
auihoriUcs in this oountry are really 
concerned about gelling rid of venereal 
disease, one of their first steps should 
be to encourage coiuraception among 
young people. What a hope! 

Third, it would be interesting lo know 
how much the spr^d of venereal disease 
is caused by neither ignorance of contra¬ 
ception nor carelessness in its use, but 
by the deliberate refusal to use contra¬ 
ceptives—not so much for ethical as for 
aesihettc reasons. For it is a fact that 
the most srmpJe and effective (and, above 
all, available, method of contraception— 
i,e. the “french letter”—is also the most 
displeasing. Unlike the ‘"dmch cap” (it 
is interesting how contraccpuvei, like 
venereal diseases, arc always blamed on 
foreigners.l, it is troublesome before, 
during and after sexual intercourse; it 
reduces spontaneity and pleasure for 
both sexes; and in general ii tends to 
bring sex into the chemist s shop and 
lavatory’. So it wouldn‘i be surprising 
—to me at least—if a growing number 
of sophisticated young people who want 
the kicks they live for to be real kicks, 
who want their pleasures to be sudden 
and intense, who are sick of being told 
to be careful, should decide to dispense 
with contraception as it is known to most 
unmarried peapk. It is no coincidence 
that the heroes of Roam at the Top and 
Saturday Night and Sunday Morning are 


no more likely to use coritraceptive^ than 
the game keeper in Lady Chmterle/x 
Laver. And when girls can gel oral con- 
tracepTivcs this tendency wilt become 
general—r/ien what about VD! Even 
the grim business of attending VD clinics 
will not deter promisairly among people 
in iha widening no-man's-land between 
puberty and marriage. 

Fourth, for too few people seem to 
recognise that promi^uity—like conira- 
ceptton—is really a problem of taste, 
not morality, Once we get away from 
the old idea of a single-life-long mar¬ 
riage following a brief and chaste adoles¬ 
cence and unaccompanied by adultery' 
(as I assume most of us have), we have 
agreed that sexual intercourse is not 
nc^ssarily the product of romantic pas¬ 
sion hallowed by both Church aud Slate. 
It is in fact the responsibility of each 
individual to establish his or her own 
standards. The moral problem is how 
w'e treat our partners, not how many 
partners wc have^though of course it 
may be true for someone that right treat¬ 
ment involves fidelity, An cxiraordm- 
artly small number of |»oplc in 
places realise that a considerable degree 
of promiscuity docs not always mean 
complete depravity or irresponsibility. 
And especially in the present environ 
merit, when a long attachment to one 
person in circunTStanccs that make mar¬ 
riage impossible can be very disturbing 
promiscuity among young people may 
actually appear preferable lo chastity or 
fidelity (exactly I he same is true of homo¬ 
sexual relationships among schoolboys} 
The trouble is that it becomes a habit, 
which is not always wicked but is usually 
in very had taste. 

One point at least is realised by most 
people. Puberty gets earlier every year, 
while the ability lo support a family gets 
later; the gap between the onset of 
sexual desire and the chance of satis 
fylng it in a socially acceptable way in 
creases. The people involved — the 
■‘teenager.*", from 14 to 24^have more 
pocket-moncy, more independence, and 
more comempt for older people and 


ideas than ever before They are Mir 
rounded by a socictj wlu'ife coriitnercml 
values excuse ihe ddibemie siirnulndoir 
of icxuid feelings for profit and whone 
forms of art and conmninMention arc 
largely devoted to that eitd Their par 
ems fought in one stupid war, then 
grandparents in an evert more stupid one; 
Ihcif stupid war—if U come*- -will n^d 
lust long cnnutih for them to light, Imt 
it wilt kill them all the uime. No won¬ 
der many of thcfii doubt if they will live 
to be 30. T'heir Imds ami masters 
(whom mpsi of ihcm are nol allowed to 
vote for, or ngainsO tell them how liiekv 
they arc, and rule them vviih reniarkahle 
injustice mid iitcompctence. They see 
their religiou* tind socini teaders for ilic 
fouN that must of ihem arc, They sec 
a sick nation today and the prospect of 
horrible death tomorrow. 

No wonder ihm, without realising d 
they follow’ Lawrence's prophecy: 

Outs ix essential ly a tragic age, so 
we refuse lo take it tragically. Tlic 
cataclysm ti:is happened, we arc 
among the ruins, wc start lo build up 
new linJc habitats, to have new little 
hopes. t| is rather hard work : there 
is now no smooth road into live future; 
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BOOK REVIEW 


A Beat on Beating 


Vl^HO are these by-products of the 
H-bomb cum organization nmn 
age, called Beatniks? From the descrip¬ 
tions of literary critics, ^urnalists, and 
social scientists, emerges a picture of Uic 
typical Beat as ihc Great Unwashed, 
counting himself out of society, using 
a suajige language improvised by turn- 
ftcif, and breaking—for kicks—every 
accepted moral rule. The value of such 
commentaries is Jimilcd by the fact that 
the if authors stand on the outside look¬ 
ing in. And, loo ofien, we have been 
given icnsatlonally written caricatures, 
eipecially where the popular press has 
had a hand. 

From the inside looking out, there are 
the novels and poems of Beat writers, but 
these. al though they may capture the 
feel and swing of ihc movement, arc 
not adequate as anatysei. In the ab¬ 
sence of a Beal Manifesto (hardly likely 
to be produced by so engagingly unor¬ 
ganized a body), Tult Kupfer berg’s 
Heating* helps satisfy the need for an 
analysis. 

The opting out of conventional social 
obligflUons ii the result of a positive 
evaluaUon of life* Kupferberg sees him¬ 
self and his fellow-Bcats as attempting 
a new society* a sodety of friends. This 
distjnguahei Ihcm from the Hipsters 
who willidrcw from all society, and the 
Bubeimans, who revolted agamsi the 
old sacjety. The Beats are irresponsible, 
but only to Job* Family, Church, Slate, 
and ihd whole social coutexi which has 
pioduccd war, hate, dcpresiion, and the 
inability lo tovc and enjoy ihc world 

Jn altempting a society of fneuds. the 
Ik-Ai links himself to *The new riiing 
energies of Africa nfid Afia, to the 
primitive current life-loving peoples ut 
Meako and ihc Carihbcan, to the old 
wisdoms of Asia, lo the crazy fSoheniian 
poeis of l^h century France break' 
mg their heads against ihc conuiig cala- 
iiuties and yet raging after joy, digging 
life “ Because he. loo. is an ‘‘outiider". 
he seeks mutual ard* comfori, sympathy, 
frieiulihip, and understandlUg, with all 
others tripped or vjclrmjjOjd by, or fight 
my agalnii, existing society He seeks 
to liherale hi* positive sexual and loving 
utges. In all of Ihia, pocuy plays an 
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impoTLant role. Kupferberg s^es it as 
an Lfisirumcnt of Joy by which the 
spoken word and the living audience can 
be brought into living contact for their 
mutual benefit. These altitudes arc sym 
bolized by the drawing on the outside 
back cover which depictis a smaJl while 
hand, reaching out of a womb, being 
clasped in a large black hand, presum* 
ably a r^egro's. 

The trouble wilh any artistic cum inicl- 
kctual movement is that it is apt to be 
seized upon by the glossy papers and 
thus become modish among those who 
really have no understanding of what 
k vital and living in art and ideas. Ibis 
happened to existentialism. It is also 
happening to Beat. It would be silly, 
however, lo be pul off simply by the fear 
of seeming to swim with fashion. The 
list of Beai’anccsioFs shows that this way 
of feeling and thinking has, like existen¬ 
tialism, deep roots, Al first sight, the 
ancestors named by Kupfer berg seem to 
have been capriciously selected (e.y. 
Ikhnaion!), Then one sees that each of 
the names is a symbol for a Beat value* 
Bakunin is a symbol for antj-palitics and 
aiui-mstitution alittudes, Rabelais and 
Bacchus-Dionysos (t) for bawdiness and 
zestful love of life» Rimbaud and Baude¬ 
laire for poetry* the Three Stooges for 
urunhibiied craziness, and so on. 

It is obvious that Beats and anarchists 
have a good deal in common (al least it 
we accept Kupfcrbeig’s interprelaiiont, 
Thcif respective positions overlap umf, 
ni individual cases, the two wilt pro¬ 
bably be represented in the same person, 
Onu ilillcrence would be that anarchism 
has been awuro of itself much longer 
than Beat. The Beat js not anli-irtiellec- 
tual, but he dociin’i like miellectnals who 
arc wooden and tnhiLmed BeciuiHe he 
has kept ihe slrcanu of love and creation 
open, he feels no need to “pour his un 
expressed emotions into u constipateil 
eagle or a swinging swaMika or fall in 
lovQ With a baby-facird, elean-shaven, 
fat-jowled 'leader of rutions'.’* Instead, 
ha has cnihusiiums which arc "iminc- 
diaie, pressing, eftioLjurml, friendly, face 
to lace (and belly fa bcllyj/' 

“Hail here,” cries Kupferberg* “a new 
revululioruiry movement that has as its 
aim Ihc rcsloralton of joyT' 

K J.M 


BOOK REVIEW 

Men in Battle 


A LVAH BESSIE is an American wrilcr 
who fought wilh the Internsitioniils 
in iho last full year of the Spanish War. 
and who has been viclimised in his own 
country ever since. On his return from 
Spain—so we are informed in a bio-’ 
graphical note—he wo.s declared unem¬ 
ployable by commercial newspapers and 
magazines. In JJ743, he succeeded in 
finding employment in Hollywood w* a 
film wnief, but this ended when he was 
called before the un-American activities 
committee, He was jaiJed and black » 
listed. Since ihen he has agutn become 
unemployable. 

This book,* now issued as a paper- 
back, was first published in 1919, That 
j| should be repririled twcniy-one years 
later is a proof of ils merit. Although 
Bcssio seems to be a Communist (sec the 
footnoEc reference to the Gommurtid 
apostate, John Gates, at p. III), ideology 
hardly enter his book. What he does 
give is an account of life at the front 
in Which he conveys oitcriiaring action 
and inaction. He also conveys^though 
apparently uninlcnttonally — the tragic 
hopelessness of the Rcpyblican cause, 
in the face of the guns and uircraft 
poured in by Franco's backers. Hitler and 
Mussolini, what could even the best men 
do? By the time Oessre arrived the 
Internationals had been decimated and 
their ranks were being filied by raw 
Spanish conscripts, many of them under 
twenty. Their propaganda value was 
potent in keeping the Intcriiutional 
Brigades going long after they had 
ceased to be an efTective lighting force. 

Food, always short and often bad, 
emerges as being more important than 
just about anything else. Bessie's eom- 
rades at the front are portrayed, not 
always flattcringiy. Wc arc ahown the 
differences which developed beiwccn the 
Spaniards and their foreign allies* arising 


hi Battle by Alvah Bessie tSeven 
Seas Books), 5s. 9d. 


frtun inablliiy lo comniimicalo* kmi 
loss of morale rinumg flio froopn i 
out of aelion. Ihc mlemiil iHv- 
which spill the KepiJbllcaii iid- 
jiasscd over; Bessie iii giving u w 
Jmpicsriuns of wai. An iirtoiinl 
fad ions and uf the way in whl h ] 
struggles beiwecn them impeded thi 
job id figuring Ihc wiir mtiM lie 'ni 
hi iiriuT men's hoolm, in thwed' 
exa mpje. 

The anarchtsts arc fiicrdiPMcd c xpl i 
only once, hut Ihen tlic hook 
concerned to unlarigle ihe jdeul^i 
configurations of the War, 
simply told that, iix they wgt>r 

unknown quaniityl Siimcwhcn cl-- 
sepamri.sts tenilende* of Ciiinlnnia j 
mentioned. 

Wimt madi; Bessie go U* Spain? 
to help Spaniards resiit laneisirji',’ 
explains why: ** , . love tmisl i 
alive mio the world. What oriiei fi 
could there be for dying? WhnI 
reason for this bJocid upon your hnndrij 
I'p, 173). This of couriks un nitrlltP 
tuai's formulatjciri, but from wliat J h.i 
read I ihoiild think that lie ipcaku affti 
for many of the ulhcri who founh' 
especially in the earlier ihigen of ihcl 
War. This spiril muJil have hi nut lower 
in the later stages when hopeleifnciis wait 
setting in and coniicriprA were mtikmg 
up the appuiJing losicJi. 

A wtird about the pubjisheri: .Seven 
Seas Books is an F,a«l Cieirinn under- 
taking. J ho books, which arc English 
liinguage, are dearly printed and sfrungly 
hound. The covers avoid the sexy lailc- 
ksaness of many of Ihe lower priced 
British and America n paper hacks. N*> 
loubi they are being iHucd lo make 
propaganda cm ihc cultural front but 
their low price and other qiuiliJie* make 
Ihcm well worth buying, and the range 
pf titles ii interejrling. Indudmg Imoki 
not iu be easily had dficwlicfc. AMt in 
isatfle ta a case in point, eapecially with 
the shortage of hooiiH on the Spaniih 
War. - K.J.M. 
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lies and 
:t for Life 

J|itefipandeniL'<j cxjlujnOAi last 
onB critic of our cdllorials 
United NjitJon.^ and the 
f-^nsh"' suggested iliat 
ptErveniuf niiithi well 

■teti V. worse carving up of the 
i^ii my opmion ihe>i did. Thus 
nf accepis the doubtful argu- 
L' N. intcn-cniiun caused all 
which the U N* then tried 
ghi$ even if one actepu ihtt, 
es not follow that the U,N, 
wofthlets if they averted a 
a^>trophe i 

draws tfjc following con- 


bused on die profiis of the few und 
not the needs of the many hence 
the wasted human effons and valu¬ 
able raw tnaicnals which result from 
under-prodiictfon iitst as nruch as 
from over-production, Bui this in- 
icUcclual n^jeetjon of existing values 
important as it is as a first step, 
unless it is iranslated into some 
form of action, will maie no impaci 
on the existing i^gimc which shows 
its contempt for radical ideas and 
the imellectuals in its midst by 
allowing them free rein and at the 
same time totally ignoring what (hey 
have to say I 

How different is the ailitude of 
governmenis whcii faced with a 
body of thinking people who are also 
prepared to act in harmony with 
and towards the realisadon of, their 
ideas and ideals. 


Ye Are Many—They Are Few 


Part III 




I' 


thi^ r« urgent mauer lor 
If one ts infjexihk about 
cins then no amount of argu- 
nove one to yee that LITE h 
oriani than purity t am very 
vour of stieLiTig to principles 
nprornisjng hut the ^ituBtions 
dged as they come a long. 

Or minds our correspondent 
tilings a bit mixed up. 
principles are based on a 
eci for human life, and our 
' opporiiion to govern- 
all authariiarian insiitu- 
whatever guise they may ap- 
ns from an awareness that 
group of people have 
!rer the lives of otheos their 
ir policies, ore primarily 
by the interests of ihe 
uup and not the interests, 
ring and happiness, of the 
whom ihey wield ihcir 

believe that such a slate 
> con only be changed once 
yk are made aware, and 
onscious of Lheir rclalion- 
inferiority to the ruling 
society. As propagand- 
archist ideas our last is to 
i break down the auT-horitarian 
pwluch govern the relationships 
men, which detennine the 
nsadonnl and admimsirative 
of our society and on 
r the whole economic life of the 
Ifions of [he W'Orld are founded, 
at IS to say we seek to do this not 
^ political alliances, which at most 
ill replace one set of rulers by 
other of *'honest revoluiionaries’". 
by the direct approach—by ad¬ 
dressing ourselves lo the intelligence 
I and humajiity of our fellow beings, 
because so far as wc understand 
human behaviour, we arc convinced 
that the social and economic 
changes that matter—that is, which 
lead in a libertarian dtrection-^can 
onl> come about by a movcmcni 
from below. from the people against 
the existing authoriiarian, power, 
jnstituiions. 


iwi: 


have never belonged to the 
larry-cyed category of ytop^ 
ians who believe that this change 
will come overnight. Indeed, wc 
have been saying for years that there 
is nothing inevitable about the 
“social evolution” of mankind, that 
the chances of a libcfiarian society 
replacing The authoritarian society 
in which we Uve are not dependeni 
on increased production ni>r even on 
^ more etjuable distribution of the 
|tiece:wflies of life (after all, during 
imniedialely after the war, in 
*'riiain. there was a strict rationing 
^Htem in operation, yet never was 
government more aulhoritarian 
all-powerful than during those 
rsl. To bring about radical 
oges in soaety. enough petjpic in 
1 walks of life must not only re- 
I with afl their intcllcciuat facul- 
rhe pofirical regime which denies 
[duality by seeking to press 
man beings into a common mould 
conformity and unifonnity: which 
icrs racial and naiiotiaf antagon- 
ms which otherwise would not 
Uisf; whose economic policies arc 


'JHE betrayal of ihc intellectuals 
(one would like to believe that 
the Comniittec of 100 in this country 
and the Manifesto of 121 in France 
are indications that some at least arc 
no longer satisfied to have the right 
ideas but also feel moved to expose 
their persons to the inconveniences 
which come from actually challeng¬ 
ing the authority of the ruling 
classesL the brainwashing of the 
working people which has left them 
perhaps uninffuenciblc in a positive 
sense, bui suflicienily apathetic to be 
obedient and as manageable as a 
flock of sheep—these signs of 
malatse in the affluent society far 
from persuading us that the advo¬ 
cacy of anarohism and the need for 
principles and the kind of action that 
stems from them is a waste of time 
and unrealistic, on the contrary con¬ 
vinces us how necessary it h to tn- 
misify our propaganda. 

Unlike that of the political pontes 
our propaganda depends for its suc¬ 
cess that in the long run the advo¬ 
cacy of reason combined with 
humanity will influence our fellow 
men more deeply and positively than 
all !he slogans and the short cuts to 
“salvation” which pour forth from 
(he party machines and the organs 
of* mass comm u n ica tj ons. 

Yes, to our critic we may appear 
“inffe.xible“ in “our opinions”. It 
is not a que.slion of wanting to be 
"pure” and we challenge our critic 
to point to any of our writings in 
which we declare that “purity is 
more imponani than LIFE”, flul 
we do not apologise for giving the 
impression that we hold strong, "in¬ 
flexible” opinions on govemincms 
and all the institutions that stem 
from them. Indeed, if after living 
the years we have, and for at 
least 25 of them being “poliiically 
and socially conscious” of the world 
around us we were still trying to 
make up our minds whether we 
should support some govcmmcni 
institutions and oppose others; oi 
whether we should vote for one 
political party in order to keep out 
another: or one pDjirician because 
he promises to disobey the whip on 
unilateraJ disarmament, or hanging 
or nature cure or Sunday o^r- 
a nee—we were saying, if after so 
many years we were still trying to 
make up our minds wlure we sUJod, 
then wc certainly should not be 
writing for an anarchist journal \ 

We have never denied that there 
arc honest, well intentioned. human, 
decent people working in govern- 
mem instituiions. Neither have wc 
denied that some of the activilies of 
government are socially useful. Wiih 
the State assuming always more and 
more functions in fhc managemcni 
r>f our lives ll is inevitable that M^mc 
are useful. But this docs not con¬ 
vert US into being supponers of gov- 
tmrncnt or ihe Stale f On the con¬ 
trary wc maintain that all the use¬ 
ful things which the government 
administers could be done belter by 
ilic people ihrough (heir own organ¬ 
isations without having lo be sub¬ 
jected to (he eviis of govcmmcni. 

To achieve t\m independence from 
governments, however, presupposes 
a fuf-rcaching cducaiion in self- 
government. This is fite fmsh of 
anarchist propastmda and a func¬ 
tion of a journal such as Fueedom. 


fretm prjfxloui amr) 

hoycim i% bemt uietj Bfamo 

^ SowlK Afncufi j(i>odi wKh %Mimc 
effect. Bhhouitli SoiiTh Africaii ti.mrcift 
ttttve dcnifcl mny repcTCUM^omt hur it ji 
tignificBJii that fruit ih up^anni; on the 
market with ihe 'Swiziland' iramp on ii 
^Swaztland n dcpcndcricy ^uih 

Accerclinp lo Euri 4e Ligt in hii i:'nn- 
4 iuf%t of Vioknee^ boyi:oiti were opem- 
led With iiucccM for their lintrtttJ uhiec- 
tivci in rS67 by Hungnry aiainti Austria, 
in 1919 Egypt against Lord Milner'f 
commission, in Ptrti* diAt year there 
a boycott aiainr^t ihc tobacco mono¬ 
poly; in 1906 ihcre a Chincur boy¬ 
cott agatnsi fhc United Stutet; and in 
1908 ihere a Chinese boycott of 
Japan Ifor this purpose a National Dis¬ 
grace Society was foyndedj. in 191J 
Tibet boycotted ihc British, in (915 
China boycoued Japan, The danger of 
national boycoiis i« the encourapment 
of cxifcmc nattonaliim, ofien il is only 
fanaijersm engendered by extreme fuU* 
ioruiJiiin lhal sustains such boycott* 
often this is coupled wiih a lerrofist cam¬ 
paign. as in Cyprut. 

But with cenain safeguards this it an 
effective weapon. Grace Scoit wriles tn 
the Spcciamr (February 15tb, 1960): 

"^Africans, are invetemie boy'Ctmen. 
Hardly a season has pasted iti Central 
Africa in the past decade wiihout some¬ 
body boycotting iotneihing. somewhere. 
Very few Africans would agree with the _ 
view expressed b>’ Mr. Macmillan in 
Cape Town, deprecalinf the proposed 
Brituh boycott of South African goods 
before the Stmlh African House* of 
A^mbly, when be declared, 'Boycotts 
witi never gel you anywhere’; they have 
played an important part in emaricipa- 
uon. 

For examples a few year* ago. before 
Federation, by boycotting shops in 
which Europeans were served ai the 
front counter and Africans through a 
hole in the back wall, Northern (Ihode- 
sian Africans succeeded in having the 
hatch' system removed once and for all. 
and gained for tbemserve* the riihi to be 
icrved inside the ihops like any other 
self-reipeciing eiutomcr. By boycotting 
butchers' shops for weeks on cod they 
not only managed to get the black/white 
barriers broken down, but won the right 
to choose their own cuts of meat.** 

The ultimate in national boycotti lies 
in con trading out, m setlmg up anoihcr 
society. Refugees and emtgrees are ex¬ 
amples of "contracung out”. The Long 
March in Oiina and the Dukhobors in 
Russia are example* of the boycoti on 
a massive scale. 

On an individual scale the boycott or 


*'coniTai:(ing oof* lead* to the dcJibetau 
choice of becoming a hermJr. 4 ctimirLol 
or a bohemian. One of our most respec¬ 
ted comridei. Amnitin Hennaev. :3 
known at “ihe one man focial molu 
tfon’“ for hit pemstent following of hi* 
life of prmett. These courses arc logkat 
and lead many lo dream of a utopian 
oommuniiy where the neccssitv and pot 
of comprortitv w*tli corrupt im(i- 
lution* 11 ruled out. 

Tlie Niycoti cart be, and u. used m 
the iruluiirial field. The indumiaf 
WorUf frequently carriei name* i'f 
"black* hrms oiid the piclei-hnc i* more 
common in ihc U S than here, bui in- 
duftrial hoycoit* con be continued over 
years Two examples are the (Hillman 
Car boycott m Arocrica, and the boycott 
of John Lewii a Co* of London, both 
of which laited for many >cars and 
since neriher company seenu to have 
come to icftni wiih the Unioni.. are suit 
mainiaincd by si:ime peopt^ yx%. (It it 
ironical that the highly imlividualii<iic 
anti-umon ho** of John Lewn’ wo* re- 
cenify voted out of control of ht* owti 
company. 

The union libel 0 another mrthtHl of 
operaitng a boycsiii hut it ti very rarely 
used in this country. 

The boycott bo* probably recent it* 
most unwelcome and senoationaj piiNi- 
city by the press tn the aclion of union 
meinhers m sending non-striker* "to 


" *neiwr> (n ?■*'> 

prosmi WMimltl uki -sch a ti'? ' - ' 

it may be ^ld that by anti—-rial hchs 
viour (in the ssnlcsi of t?u 

an individual ':^s sent hiuii... u’ 
Covemrv' Thu * not to * > tJ-»t the 
aulomaTit read ions ot union ro<fS'i^ a 
10 din^jsics from on hi ‘ 

more resetnHance 10 adull icrspo hlc 
hchavHHir than that of ’ lynch = h 
dor* ELach caie should he pidged 
ilii mefhtids 

On 51 lower “ -.^i ibr actions the 
Cttihohc t hurch in ciciHnmunication ♦* 
scmlmg 10 Coventry' on ihc r^and scale 

The hnyeoti hat poasINIities in the 
cunsymers' field and Comumef Research 
has lilted nnany pfixlucls which should 
he boycoifed. Boycoiting 1 * after all. 
a cpiestiOfi 01 ebotce and our hve* are 
made up of choicer One's lootrs arc 
formed bv such choree- A certain 
amount of si>-cotlcd snobbety in micL 
lecitutl and arTi*iic tosies is merely ihe 
operation of ihe boycott in wder to 
save tirtic. 

7iic Kiycoit is atway* operaiivc m ihc 
choice of ways one carni one's living. 
Certain wav* of earning a livini arc 
automatically 'boycorted' by us 'these 
vary in example from icncraiion to 
ieneraiion. (or example "the whrlr slasc 
iratfic seem* lo have died out 

1 R 


VIEWPOINT 

African Myopia 


A lthough there are « gfcal num^ 
ber of Leftist polilicoa sitll ada¬ 
mantly suppiuting the corrupt regimes 
emerging on ihe African conlincnL there 
are definiie sign* lhal the truth u being 
faced by the more honest tecUon* of the 
Left—if that if nm a too charitable 
lerptetation of rcceni declaration*. 

The line that if flowly becoming dis¬ 
credited appeared in all iU dithoncsly in 
"The African Rebellion”, an article by 
John Hatch that appeared in the : 
Siatesman (JI / l2,/fi4)l. Tbit ctmiaincd a 
typical iinlcment of such Labotiritcf, 
"The West." he clauni, “will destroy its 
influence in the oontinent if it myopically 
equale* one-party lystem* wiih totalttar- 
taniam." Although thif kind of slate- 
ment is direcled at the BcaverbriHik 
soim li is inierciling to note the diplo- 
nutic. Oi shall vve say the realistic, line 


News from the Affluent Society 

Hunger in the Midst of Plenty 


U NEMPLOVMENT figures arc rising 
in the United SLatc*. Among the 4 
miJlion without jobs, some 600,000 have 
been jobless for extended pcfUKls. Ac¬ 
cording to a report by a la hour-manage¬ 
ment-govern ment talk force, headed hy 
Serutior Douglas of Illinois, surplus food 
was now being distributed lo J.200,000 
people in the States aflecicd by high 
unemployment. The areas concerned 
are popylatcd by 20 (o 25 million per* 
tom. The senator said (hat he thought 
(be economic distress affected, directly 
or indtreetly, “a. contiderahle fraction ol 
the people in these areas”. 

*'ln Welt Virginia alone.'' the Douglas 
report uid. "in October, 281,000 people, 
out of a total population of J,80O,CKMD, 
depended upon surplus lood in order 10 
iusioin life.” 

The report also made it clear fhit such 
economic disuess was not confiised lo 
West Virginia. It wai also puinied out 
in large areoi of Indian*, Illinois, Ihc 
upper Great Ijjkes, Penniylvania. Ken¬ 
tucky. and the lextiJc areas of New 
England 
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Luxury in the Midst 
of Want 

BUENOS AIRES, Jxj*. I 
Afier two year* of ausLerity, the Argen¬ 
tine public stood wide*cycd last week as 
affluent persons paid SfU.flOU for CadiL 
liCi at a Ciovcrnmeivi-spuiisorrd auction 
[cm Ihc occasion of the Commemoration 
of ihc iMHh anniversary of Aigenima's 
iridcpcridciicc]. 

Over a ten'day period 600 automobile* 
of VAfioui makci were told on ihe block 
for nearly $10,000,000. 

Tho press has referred lo (he tpeclade 
is "Ihc dance of milfions'' and poliiicil 


ponies have made an issue of Uic con- 
irasi between the few Argentines who 
are able to splurge and the majority who 
are pinched. 

Working-dass living standards have 
cfcarly declined as a result of ibc Gov¬ 
ernment's austerity programme, which 
hos eliminated subsidies in iiKid ami 
(fansponauon, freed all prices except 
Tcnu and impored a strong curb on 
wages. 

The highest price paid for any automo¬ 
bile was 4,0OO.(KKl pesos plus a 2 per 
cent ayctionecrii commission—ihe cqut- 
vatcni of SSO.OOO^for a l%l ( 2 adiffac 
tour-door sedan. Oldsmobtlc 881 sold 
for S30,000 and small European sports 
car* started ai $ 8,000 

The high-priced auction coincided with 
disclo-sures of jlJcga! traffic in Argentina 
in nylons, gold-plated fountain pen* and 
other luxury items. In one ease the 
contraband came consigned a* airplane 
fabric for the .Argenime Air Force. 

The extraordinary value of aulomo* 
hilcs, nylons and such in the domestic 
mtrlct is a result of prohibdivc duttes 
esiablished tor luxuries at pari of Ibe 
autieidy pro^amme. 

The Argeriiine ^^orking class is vir- 
tuaJlly deprived of the ability to pur 
chdSD luxuiy iiemi because iis real 
incoiisc declined as a result of wage con¬ 
trols and the price increases that 
followed the devaluation of the peso m 
January, 1959. 

fJn ilic other hand, the diS|H>sit| ol ihc 
propenicd scclor has remained high 
cnouih to pay prices such t* thiHc re- 
ftecled At Ihe recent automobile auction. 

The d is parity led Nicolas Repel to 
Vercran, leader of ihe fJeniocfatu: Sue* 
faliri party, lo comment ihal "the new 
rich in our coumry are leadmfi a life 
thai ha* eclipsed in fahuJouiincss the 
way* of the old oligarchy.” 

(New 


that Hatch takes, he emphasise* thai the 
reason we should not esft AtricAn one- 
party ty ilemi potentially loiahian in n 
that the West would ilesiro) *’ils influ¬ 
ence'* if ll look such a "myopic' line. 
One 11 forced to ask: myopic about 
whai? Haich wand* rhii- mflucntial 
nation 01 oun (my GivJ whai a rnyih 
thai is! I 10 become diplortiaiK: 111 order 
10 retain such inffuence. Oi in other 
word* we arc to respect the lies of 
African scoundrels. 

ReailcfT of that fluciualirtf journal 
Petite jVr^ at OfK moment reading 
downright anarchism to be faced 011 
another page K reami of biJgc about 
polirician*, can notice a slightly different 
lirter emerging after all, with Nlnimah's 
militaristic pronounccnienti which Fen¬ 
ner Brock way {PS 21 / 12/601 reported 
thus; "Dr. Nkrumah has made the pro¬ 
posal that the Afrrcait nation* should 
unite their forceii under an African High 
CommoiKl. ft ix possible thai African 
force* may move into Stanleyville from 
Cairo through the Sudan, armed by 
Rux-ita, possibly with Russian penonnel. 

If this happerw, ibc Congo may precede 
a Third VVoi id War.** W'lih this in mind 
how could u piper of unilateral disarma¬ 
ment and non-vioIcncc poiisibly continue 
thtiJf moral support of such a man, even 
though he i* black. The next week 
Christopher Farley followed this in PN 
by commenting thus: "The .African 
nation* that have been coming to politi-^ 
cal freedom one after the other recently 
are all loo often treading the road of 
Iheif former imstcts: tuppression, in- 
lolcrafiCB and militafism" 

For another example of this ''awaken- 
ing” orre con look at the words of an 
African who hai every reason to know 
(hat It ii cenainly not myopic 10 equate 
one party syitem* with totaliurianism. 
He is Dr. K A Busiu the former Leader 
of the Opposition in Ghana who addreos- 
ed a cord ere nee organised by the Council 
of Education in World Citizenship 
earlier in lanuary. As the GunrJicfn re¬ 
ported Dr. Butia (5/1/61): "He thoughl 
the danger of outright dkiatorship was 
very rcoi in several African couniries, 
and he had harshly critiad remark* lo 
niake about those apologisU in the West 
who are all too ready to defend pr act ice* 
by ceftatn African governments which 
they knew to bo umieiiuKtauc." He 
asked of those who defended ?iuch pro¬ 
cedure*:^ ”1* the cause of democrucy 
seived hy accepting different standard* 
of tolerance, freedofii. veraciiv, or human 
righu'^" 

Ol course anarchist* wil] be the (ir*t 
to point out tliat "ikmocracy” t* non¬ 
existent m ihti country of intolerance, 
wagc-slttveiy and prc*% lie* and ii i* quite 
comisteni lo support men icl on dicta 
lorial ambitions. Alter all morality ithI 
seiuimental ctsnception* of "human 
ngbis" have never been believed in b> 
psiliticos of left Of right w-hy *lar( n%iw 
lun because Ihc African leader* arc he 
connng "etlcclivc leader* of their grow¬ 
ing nation*", cspecraify when "iiiflucwrr” 
would he lint A* A rexull of audi nivopa. 





















The 69000 Mile Peace March 


I )*.!%« CVtwirAJJt ^. 

On Ofcemhcr Ut, 10 peace- 

mrchtt* finished a rally ai Union 
Sijiutre and tiarted on their way down 
the nuinoreets at San Franciietj, at the 
bcjcuimng of a iii-thousand nuJc walk 
lu hf they can gam ent/ancei Moscow 

The March » sponiOfed by ihc CNVA 
—ihe lante group that iniitaicd 'Polaris 
Aetton” laciion against the U*S/s new, 
fmssilq carrying sofcwnarine). 

On ihetr way through man)' major 
dlirt. <nruiIJ towns, and "backwater" 
areas lo far unrcachcd by pactfisi and 
arrti-mihUrmic ideas, ihey will picket- 
proLpst all the militar) esiablishmerits 
and war industries and will try to pick 
up sympathy and get people to go aiong 
part or the rest of the way with them. 

They have been granted passports by* 
ihe US govt, (a^ "peace educators") and 
plan to go through several European 
countries, inctuding Britain (should 
reach London in early June), France. 
Austria. Poland, Czjechoslovakia and 
Russia If they are not granted formal 
admittance to any one of these counincs 
they plan to conduct civil disobedience 
b) alienipting lo cross over the borders 
of the country involved, M 

They advocate unilaUTlr disarmamcnl. 
aid to underdeveloped areas, free inter- 
chingc of peoples and ideas, etc. The 
March will last unitl at least neset 
August lit, With an estimated cost of 


$25,000, Questions and donotions thnuld 
be directed to the CNVA. Room \U, 158 
Grand Street. New Yoik 13, New York 
Fraleriiully, 

5ort Framiica. Beity Blanck. 


D. H. LAWRENCE, FASCISM 
AND ALI. THAT 
r AM sorry' lo have outraged "GV 
Rational susceplibihlies, but I feel 
that my interpretation of his wordft was 
a perfectly fair one: suppp&mg, for 
eicarnple. 1 had asserted that "G" 
"thought with his blood" and had "put 
forw'ard pretisHy the same message as" 
. . - Sir Oswald Mosley. Would it he 
really *0 outrageous to suggest that "G" 
was a sympathiser of Mosley v—w'as, in 
short, a Mosleyite? The qualification 
that "Lawrence and his followers" isk) 
come to "no great harm" docs noth mg 
to cacuse the quite unjustified linking of 
Lawrence s name with Hitler s. Which 
is what distressed me; which is why I 
wrote. 

.And now. dear Editors, will you per¬ 
suade comrade "G" to stop dragging 
in these assorted red herrings and write 
another article as truly thought-provok* 
ing as we had recently from his pen on 
Sexual Morality? 

David Markham. 

Coiemari's Hafchy Jan. 9, 


Anarchist Motehook 


The two negro studenis whose 
aiteoditncc at the University of 
Georgia has been suspended because 
of white anti*ncgro demonstrations 
were the first negroes to be accepted 
in iis 175 years' existence, although 
the amhorilies always claimed that 
there was no discrinainalion on the 
basis of Golour. 

Afier the Federal District Judge 
ordered the university to admit two 
qualified negroes, one applicant, a 
negro boy, was rejected on the basis 
of an interview because he was 
^evasive”. 

His academic qualifications were 
sound but University officials were 
not satisfied with his answers to the 
question 1 

y/air you e»er ^n/rred o h^aJmk par- 

taur. & tea-hauie or & house 0 / prosti- 

llOflOJPJ." 

Judge Bootle reversed the Univer¬ 
sity s decision, which according to 
Georgia law, automatically loses the 
State grant if desegregated. 

However^ the University will pro- 
babi) not have its funds cut oil since 
the two negro students have been 
suspended in the interests of “their 
own safety”. 

9 * » * 

We arc pleased with the news that 
Herbcn Read will be one of the 
people taking part in the "four-hour 
sit down” outside the Minisiry of 
Defence which has been organised 
by the direct action wing of the 
CND for Februar) 18th. 

It is hoped that the difference of 
opinion on methods will not prevent 
people who otherwise suppon a 
nuclear disannament policy from 
fuming up. 

Timid people might be persuaded 
by the view that it is no more revo- 
lytionary to sit peacefully outside 
the Ministry of Defence in protest, 
than it is to stand at u meeting in 
'rrafalgar Square. They can always 
move on if asked by the Police, re¬ 
membering that it is going 10 take 
a very large number of policemen 
and a great deal of ume to move 
28.000 people 

We notice that the latest aiteiiipis 
to obstruct the march come from ihc 
Campaign for DemDcrjtic S^Ki.dism 
in a printed leaflet which wishes to 
remind unibierjlists that the: 

Cummuriiit Parly has berii exlicnitly 
active in die Campiiifn fnr Nudear Dis- 
arncifneni in the lav! yoir v’. 

We are sure that Ihc majtJriiy of 
CND members do not base to be 
reminded that the communists are 
always eager to exploit organisafions 
of this kind, and thiii this attempt , 
by the “Democratic Socialists” to 
smear ihe campaign will not influ¬ 


ence anyone to stay away. Com¬ 
munists as a body, without fear of 
criticism, challenge the nuclear poli¬ 
cies of Britain whtk Russia b still 
armed to the teeth. 

* * 4r « 

ANY JOBS GOING? 

Princesi Margaret and Mr. Armstrung* 
Jones go to represent the Queen at a 
Norwegian wedding in which another 
princesi married a commoner. 

A Cinderella slory like their own. But 
with 3 little difference. I gather. 

On marriage the Norwegian princess 
loses her State allowance and her hus¬ 
band continues to work. 

But when Princess Margaret ^married, 
her iJJowance was more than doubled 
and her husband gave up work. He now 
devotes himself chiefly to the aristocratic 
pastime of game shooting and attending 
royal weddings. 

Now 1 don’t object to paying our 
Princess more generously than the Nor¬ 
wegians are paying theirs. But 1 think 
it is time her husband go! himiielf u real 
job—Uke the Norwegian husband. 

John Gordoiv. 

Smday press 15/1/61. 


What 

Sm. 

I share your dlsquieL about FltCtLP^tM 
—the Journal, not the concept Although 
it is not so brash as its contemporary and 
CO-COncepiuaiy The rreefhinker, it is not 
so entcfiainmg—prcsutiiably because its 
reforming arrows arc directed at Ihe 
concreic realities of politics and econo¬ 
mics raihef than Ihe abstract iJculogics 
of religion. Otherwise—a purl irnm its 
si/e (which is awkward to iiandk), iis 
print (which can he exasperating srjiuNj 
its anonymity (which I suspect more 
often covers sins ilian vtituesi, and its 
name tFieedom a a word which every 
phijoiopiier avoids and every futil wal¬ 
lows in) I should say that ii» fuam 
weaknesses are two. 

I The ‘mid which descends and the 
'vague generaliMtions u# routine dv 
nuncjulfom' are all too nnticeahle. A 
monthly journal which gave you and 
your coninbutiirs time lo tluiik would he 
much more satlsfavtory. Your rlumic is. 
alter all. the moil ddikult known m 
pliilasoplicrs- 

2. None of your conirihuu>f» lectn 
to he aware ol the laci —tbough d was 
known lo ihe Hindus and to Plato, and 
is implied rii Ihc Fngliih Feudal Ayslem 

that stMdely falH naturally rtito three 
.spheres of ucrtviiy CutturaL PoliiJeal 
amt pjcnnuinic, in each nl which IrecUom 
carries an entirely ddlcrenl meaning 

Only m the abstract Cullutnl Sphere 
dill there be arty genuine freedom In 


ters to the I 
editors g 


On *G* and Religion 


litiMt Sir. 




“HAI.F.DEVFJ.OPRO 


Dfxh Sm, 

I bought Herbert Read's purnphlei 
"Thd Pliiloiophy of AnarefuJim" m *^#47, 
I was at that lime a brand new member 
of both Ihe RaiioriaUs^t Press Awociation 
and the Nattonal Secular Society. 

1 thought It was worthwhile lo wipporl 
their attack on superstitiort m general, 
and (he Christian religion in panicular. 
Then I read Herbert Read's pampblet 
and he makes 3 "song" about the neces¬ 
sity of religion in any new' society, and 
I think he means all the mumbo-jumbo 
of ritual, sacred lombs. effigies, etc , 
(Paraphernalia as he calls it). 

He wants the new religion to have 
A real sensuous and aeslhetk content 
and to be rich in ritual. 

But he says "I am not a Christian 
rcvivaJitrl— I have no religion to recom¬ 
mend and none lo believe in." 

Is he then an Atheist, and bow cart 
you have all Iho hocus poeus already 
mentioned if you don't believe in God? 

I wonder if the other readers of f-R££- 
dum agree with H Read when he says 
"it is already clear that if you do not 
provjdu your new socieiy with a new 
reUgion it will gradually revert lo the 
old one." 

Perhaps I am what Chapman Cohen 
called a ha I f-devd oped Frcclhinkcr 
because ever since I first read Herbert 
Read's pamphlet I have hesilaied to sup¬ 
port any organisation which attacks 
Chnitknity. 

1 have an open mind and I am con¬ 
tent to be an Atheist and Rationahst for 
myself but I am not so sure of per¬ 
suading others 10 "Follow me". 

And lo ihc best of my ability I 
encourage thouglil and discussion. 
CiajcgtiMf Jan. 4 T* 


G.V attack on he ’ ^ 

"religion" i& so packed with 
fo characterwuc of the drr?-- *'n“i • 

iwn" of iJie last ocKtory Lh^ *- 
almost ashamed to reply to ,ii Haon't »e 
read unythmg wriUeii on ilie iiubjocl 
tup»c« f*reud? How muc^ longer wr ‘ 
he persist in treating die I -liiii.er s 
Library as a gliucring paragon of oriti- 
refigtous Mubularship'' One fco/t bat 
in a few years lie will discover tlof ea- 
iiiencc of Wittgenstem and hold him un 
to tloe anarclust world as the 
answer to ‘'religion ojid ihen live 
logiaus who read wdi have tn 

put Jh= clock back amother thuiy yeari 
until G. caiches up. But G wiJJ fvrvcf 
caieh up. rf he n not anchored to remJjty 
he IS certainly anchored S4«mcwhtfe* 


Back to a Deficit I 


PROGRESS OF A DEFICIT; 
WEEK 2 

Deficit on Frecdont ^£40 

Contribution** received £33 

DEFICIT £7 

Jantiury 9 fo Juiiuary 11 

Orierd: Anon.* S/ ; Naw York: Wodman'i 


Circle' Porf»r Roctflr Branch 203 £0/1S/-. 
Wdlverhamptont J,G.L* 3/*; Whilby; P.R. 
I/- Caterham: F.B,* 5/-: Esm&uth: A.&.H, 
2/3: Worthing: ft.G.A. 2/-: Sheffield: P.L 
14/-; Gypfy Lorryr ?/-. 

Total 10 14 3 

Prawioully ocLnowtodgod 22 16 4 


The very utlc of his period piece m- 
dicates its lack of eoniact wjth t/.>Me¥Fi 
^rory theology and psychology, f or 
it is a long time now wrKe the thru 
lagians and the psydioanalysts reaUsed 
that their arguing was not really arguing 
at all but a case of shouung across i gulf. 
For not only was psyciiulogu^aJ rAplan 
ation seen to be a double-headed loe 
which could be applied and with equally 
vahd results 10 Freud'f atheism ai it 
could to rcJigioui beikf (rf H L Philp 
fWud and ftfiigiaus Brhrfh »i was also 
dear that both accouiiis, lentative as they 
were, were irrelevant 10 the truth 
untruth of either position. Two fesuJts 
followed from this, one psychological, 
the other logical. Fifti. it became ob¬ 
vious very soon that the equation ‘ re¬ 
ligion-neorosts" (which G naively 
accepts) did not do justice to the facts 
For insuince. the inadequacy of any con^ 
cept of neurosis applicable to the holiness 
of the saints, the abience of any neuro¬ 
tic pattern into which religioti* foelicvefi 
could properly be flftcd. Either the con¬ 
cept *^neurosi&" was to be evacuated of 
ah significance or some other acc^rgr': 
of religious faith njust be found This 
realisation led to ihe crcaiiori of such 
alliances of theologians arid psycho¬ 
therapists as the Guild of Pastoral 
Psychology and to the possibility of 
genuine discourse between the two 
groups as well 2 % interpenetration of 
both. One would hesitate to refer G. to 
so elementary a work as Mc^dem Mtm 
in Search 0 / a Saul were it not for ihe 
fact ihut he either ignorantly or delibe¬ 
rately ignores the crucial place in mental 
health studies held by such men as Jung^ 
Fr. Victor White, Weaihcrhead. Michae) 
Fmdham, Philip Mctnmn. etc. Such on 
timission by one anchored lo reality *i 
signifieanu 


1?6I TOTAL TO DATE £31 10 T 


■liKticatai ragular eaalribtflH, 


The second result was logical: dearly 
such essemiafiy persona! explanations 
as psychoanalysis offered, though it c:r»utd 
account for theologians, could never 
account for theology. God dt>es not 
cease to be God if some Chrhltgns pr%>' 
ject their fa I her-images or some Fgi:£pc.rst 


Kind of < Freedom* I 


Ihc Political Sphere which handies 
human relationships the most we can 
hope for is equality ant! liberty (in Her¬ 
bert Read's sense—" Anarchy ar^d 
Order"), tn the Economic Sphere which 
handles commodity rdrtUonshlps, the 
most we can hope for is friUcrndy and 
responsibility. 

Yours, eic.j 

Rtt tiARP Hurt (Fen tsfu tdi 


Apt'fipm ew's .suggeslum of u monihly 
I'Ki-riJOM ; h 11 is at alt posMbIc, the 
best Ihing. surely, would be lo produce 
a Jiionlhiy In aildiUon Lo 1 hi iijmjsi. Fall¬ 
ing ihai, could we lr> speL'iinen or 
"souvenir" ciipies like the cnNrws 
Chnmuii* people are atlenipimg ' Wliiii 
ahoui sacthtciiig the annual .Sff/rr/naiv 
I ntttt J Mi lifwiM in order lo ituiie a dart 
nit Iheve liues? IVThiiph leadeiA woiiKI 
cough up adequately inwards a limd 
spet tally devoted In such ^ iminlhiy. 1 1 
cAceplknmlly poiHilm ti could iniup 
l-Brif'iwiM emtiejy. In tiiggevling riicsc 
thoigt 1 du not wisli to give the inipr vi¬ 
sion that I KMUU«M doeiui’t inleresi me. 

1 like it very iniivh jietluipn tiio nnieli 
and IIV hir as 1 am couecined M would 
seem like a sacfihce, I oigive me il Hk 
thmgv I suggeM iKi* quite oiil ol the 
qiievimn I ont railier (gtmruni on Ihesc 
Ihitigs. i^olaled us i am m tlie Slough 
i»l LTcspoml (Jne thing Ihui sinker iiie; 
*ofiu^ ol the rTmre In/y eoulribuioift 
would huve lo gel wrdifig mute oltcn 

• IU-%1 wivliei, 


FrNU; C ROHNWril iShHigfil 


Iristrant Shandy jnformii ui that 
American college studenti buy Gins- 
hers Itowi to a iniin, and that Mtfd w 
the lltble of American twelve-year-olds, 
"Wity." he asks, "docsu i every tnielN- 
gern Iwciuy-year-old read Fru-oom?" 

May 1 us an avid reader of 1 m 1 liuM 
for some three yearsk^ aged 21. and a 
vaguely iuteliigent vtudeiti be permitted 
to I nuke iin observation? I should Jike 

10 make two commerhn: 

L Altluiugh Jania»M Is an admii' 
ubia paper m many ways tlicfc i» sttll 
much wrong wnh il- I onl) remain a 
subscriber IsccuUAe ot I hi; wriimgs ol 
three coutiihuioiA. namely U.. t W 
uud N W . plus Ihe ^nld imuviial article 
01 Id let ihe resi fs very piediclabk 

2 Apiii horn the I act that many 
yiiung people wnuld never lead any I lung 
•wiiiHis and uuu-cunluiniisi tf iliey were 
paid, there is a yuati seel ton ol poien- 
ilitlly liherlarktii ymilh ihui dues uoi teel 
I III rtioM» iiiu aclion, We avk Wliy ? 
Peitiup'J some miNwei iun he Itnind ui 
the lending Eliai does iivieiesi such pci^dc 
AUiu Sdtivloc, j If- Salmger und I olm 
Mac In lies iiiimug mivehsts keri lyuait 
of Ihe (/h.^ericr. I hey uie lutercnled lu 
]a/£ iiniiic, ( ustrn, aral ideas ol lyndo 
cahMM mid woikerv control May me 
jealous ol die achieveiueiitv of \liKlcut*i* 
movement m olhei eoimliks Ir ihey 
know of i iun>oM I hey [iiugh or vueei. 
If they loiik at il they tneiely glance mid 

11 does not appeal imuiOM h not on 
their side Adnuiiedly my expenenceit 
ale OiU enough lo go uu imi tl a lew' 
otheii llko me could say how Ihey hiive 
laied il Nhoukl he ol mtcicsi. 

H I Wi ?sisn if/Hit) 


Atr 


P»>- 

JUld 

it 

njoii f 

r • 


i -.m 


like a 

T(Ql m - - -i btsi 

p*?|iricfd ci±;i£-t“ 

liockfvrycd ^ . 

label me wjiiii 
wilbiri the Itui Jb » i 
at Jrasi »s ape -c 
th«e JOe no! ,’r-uj 
ought to be tiuff viictj 
out cfiuugb Bui ^ k. 
bury m 

uiMchulkrK Uaiih and 1 ' 
h*vt dju.ovcrc:d rotneiiuDit < 
W« hast read dl <j.'* rwne^ ^ 
heaven knows tT bs:<i ^ ' 

the sartir phraacf ^ 

If tttA u iJac ^ 
cao do It IR> sewK^ 
of urIhodDSi Yes. we 
rcjcc4e4 it May J teg mS l 
rejDcti ihr CJirifiuia 
sornetiuc;; “mutoc abo^ j;. j ^ 




Dukmftcid, ticc .?C 


Meetings 


Announcem< 


LONDON ANASLCnm 
GROUP indMALA U 
DEBATING sm;iETV 


LM PORT ANT 


MErriHGS W/fX BB 
tji baiemcni, 5, Ciledohhui Ru 
(near King't Croaa Staij 
Su/sdiyi at 7.30 p m. 
AH Welcome, 


JAN. 22—Jack Robwiwm <m 
THE IJIE AM> WORK OF 
LEO TOJ^OV 


JAN, 29—Philip Hoigtte en 
SYNDICALISM 


All Wefamte. 


/{efreehmem mSIohle afier meetini 


l>r)fidon Anarchiit Group 
AN EXPERIMENT IN 
OFILGENTRE DISCUSSION 
MEETINGS 


lit Thursday of each month m S p.m. 
At Jack and Mary SteverifonV, 

£ Stainton Road, Hiifidd, Middx. 

Last Wednesday of each month # 

k p.m, 

A( Dorothy Barati’i, 

45 Tw-yford Avenue, Portii Green, N I 
Irt Wedfiesday of each month uttpm. 
At Cohit Wardi. 

33 Ellerby Slreet, Fulham, S.W.6. 


freedom 


r h • A n « r c h I 1 1 W • • k I y 

R^i^rnJ Snitii'ription Naief i ' 

12 montKi DA tU.SJk. %im} 

6 ffionlki V6 (U.S.A. II.sol 

I monihi I/- (U SX. lOJSl 

SMhaaripriun Rsiet tor 2 gopiaa 
12 nsanlki 29/- (U.S.A- |4 50) 

6 montbi H/b (U,S.A. |2,H) 

r.O.'i «fvd Or<l«rt tha^ld. 

bm m*ii9 out w rXCkOOJwt pnm. crmmA, 

§/« rind 4<fdiiM«4i *fl tM i>wiiiiiii*aj 

FREEDOM PRESS 
17a Moxw«H Road 
London, S,W.6* England 
T*Lf R«ni»wn 37J6 


Pftntwi kiy Raprvu frlium. Undan, E.I. 


Fubtlihce tf 
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